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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

WILSON'S CONQUEST OF MEXICO.

W HISTORY OF THE CONQUENT OF MEXIZO
.nl, Rossnt AspErsos Wilsos, %'u-b« at Law,

R e ini e =~ T e
This in the sge of Michslet, of Niebubr, snd of
Rruold, who have rewritlen the atory of ancient
Rome, destroyicg our rchoolboy ilasions, and
proviog that Cieerc and Livy did not understand
the history of the Roman Commonweslth. What
$hey did for Rome, Mr. Wilson bas undertsken to
do for Mexico—to write a new history of the Cou-
quest in & spirit of wise and truthful criticiam, aod
go immolate Cortez, Bernal Dz sod Mr, Pres.
oolt. upon the altar of historical verity. With
sonswhat of previous parade, the book bas fnslly
made ita appearance, sud we were prepired to
Teceive it with favor and to recognize every possi-
ble merit. An unlucky accident, bowever, befell
®s i3 the outset. Casuslly opening the vo'ume ab
» 363, we wore struck with the runaing title,
 Iny ties in Cortez's Biatements;” and,
looking into the text, found this announcement:
¢ Ha [ Cortez ] reports a dry stone wall, nine feet
high sod twenty feet thick, inclosed Tlascala from
mountain to mountain, & distance of sir miles,
fhroagh which he entered, between overlapping
stoos walls,” Happenidg to bave the dispatches
of Cortez (edit. 1925), we consuited them, snd
fourd his language to be really the following:

“Y & lasa ios del dichq valle, balié uns gran cerca
de pisdrs sccs, tan aity como estado y medio, que
mtrs versaba todo el valle de ls uns sierrs & 1s otrs, y
a2 sochs como veinte pies: y por tods elia un petnl
pie y madio de ascho, pars desde sncima:
50 mas do una satrada tan anchs como diez pasos
¥ on ssta entraas doblsbe Is uns ceroa sobre la otra

mansrs de Rebeiio, tan extrecho como guarenis pasos.
s maners que s entrada foese f vueltas, ypo &
derechas, '—{(Uortez, p. 13, edst. 188 )

The subjoined 1 an accurate tranalation:

YAt the place of exit from the valley,” (la ialida,
eriius, , BaLa, Dye. Ew “1 found a
Wl of 8y st be abont e fost high, whion traversed

whols valley from moudtain to mountain, twenty
thick, aod upon its woole extent & work &
sod & balf thick, so that they might fight from
top of the wall. There was bat one entrance, ten
wide, and at this entrance one wall encircled the
er for ]’ou;r paces after the fashion of a ravelin,
thet the entrasos was circuitous, snd not direct.”

Bo that the worde, “‘inclosed Tlascals,” and
#: g distance of six miles,” are put by Mr, Wilson
fnto Cortez's mouth, and then denounced by him
8 ‘' impossibilitics,”  This statement put us at
ence upon our gusrd. 'We have read Mr. Wilson's
Booli, consuited bis suthorities, and are now resdy
o discuss it.

HUMAN SACRIFICE—~CANNIBALISM—IDOLATRY.

Human ssenfice in Mexico, Mr. Wilson de-
moudces “*as the first of & series of invented eru-
®liics ouopingy devised o justify all the ewor-
mities committed by Cortez.” p. 302, The
eharge of cannibalism is put by him in the same
oategory. p. 24. Indian idolatry is also deuied
By tim. p. 335. Batthe existence of all these
eustoms among the American Indiana, is as well es-
fabl.sked as the torturing of prisoners by the Iro-

il

I'sdro de Boulogne, writing from Mexico after
$hs year 1634, when Cort:z was already in irre-
Bric able disgrace, thus describes the mode of hu.
mar sacrifice:

* The priesta bad a stone koife, 88 in the apcient
Berrpples they bad the knifs of circamcision. They
eoucucted the men [victims| to an elevated place, and
tretosed them on & hroad stone: the priests came
with this kuife, cleaved the bresst, and tore cut the
boeasl; with the blood they besmeared the altar of the
idol. they cot off Lhe ieot and arms of tae victims,
an sest them to the pﬂ‘t"as_nl chiefs, who nte them
with respect aod joy.'—(Ternauz s Voyages, Vol

25 )

X.. p
‘I Lin in the general description of human sacri-

fices. It is confirmed oy Pedro de Gaute, natural
wou of Chailea V , afcer Cortez's disgrace:

* They [the vatives| thought that every ohject had
agod, * * ° They sacrileed to some of them,
Banan Lesrts, human blood, quails, sparrows, incense,

per, shrubs, avd mauy other malersal objects, ao-
cor2ing to tbe oifferent rulse followed in the sacritices,
and according to the class of the gods.”"—{Paris Edi-
#1om, p. 195,)

This prepares us for various forms of idolatry,
with buman sacrifice standing at the head. Ac
cordingly, we find buman sacrifices described by
¢ g gootleman in the suite of Cortez,” in almost
ihe sbove terme, s practiced at Mexico: ( Ramu.
pio's Voyoges, Vol. 3, pege 254): also, by Fran-
@isco de Boulogne, n'ter 1534, (Paris edit., pp.
214, 215); by Cortez, of the Spaniards taken pris-
oneis by the Mexicans sud sacrificed during
ol moche traate,” **the doleful night;" (Cortez,
p- 410, edit. 1528, Folsom's Cortez, p. 203; by
Beinil Diaz, Lockharts translation, Vol L, pp.
120, 196, 141, 239, ) Bernal Diaz thus describes the
imwmolation of the Bpanish prisoners during the
*id¢ Jeful night; " (Lockhart's trans,, Vol, IL, p. 89.)

“ Wacould plainlysee * * * how the Mexicens
compalled their vietima t) dance ronad the idol; we
saw bow Lhey them out at fall leagth on o
lazge stone, Tipped opened their breasts with flint
koives, tore out the palpitating heart, and offersd nt
to thsiricols: * * pew they tbeu seizod them by the
loge, sud threw them houimg aduwa the steps of the
Leu le, the legs, aris and otber parts of the body be-
Aeg «ut wp apd cevoured.”

Me. Wilson adwits this jucident, evan to the
Bearing out of the hesrt, and ssys: **To this e
foo!istly added, it was done in sacrifice to their
idots, though the veryezistence of Indian idols us still
,rpurutmd.'" P49,

‘1 ve chaplain of Grjslva's expedition to Yueatan,
made in 1518, whose account waa first published at
Yeanies in 1522—and notin 1545, as Mr. Wilson
states, p. 201, in his account of their visit to the
gower of Cozumel—atates that they found there
Bgures, idols which they adored, bones, &¢ ; and
$hat they aupposed an old Indian, who was burning
iscense there, wan adoring his idole. (Chaplain's
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Cordova's expedition lo Yusatan in 1517, in the
cnly two places where the natives permittad them
to lasd, found idele. ( Bernal Diaz, vol L, pp. 5-7.)
1o the former place, idols of various shapss—soms
of them sommitiing ** borribls offenses,” to whom
sbells snd trinkets, some in the shape of ducks,
fish, &ec., were offered; in the latier place, thers
sppesred to have bern bloody sacr fices. These
s ven distiz et allegations of idolstry, four of them
with buman sasrifices, Mr. Wilson entirely sup
presses, Mr. Btepbens, travelicg in Yueaten,
three bundred years aftarward, gives an engraving
of the ssorificial ** stone invanably found before
each idol,” and the * form «f sculpture most fre-
quent'y met with,"” vamely, s death’s hoad, some-
vmes the principsl orosment, sometimes osly se-
ceasory, whole rowes of them om the outer wall”
( Stuphens's Central America, vol. L, pp. 154, 153,
179 ) *“The emblems of life and death appear on
toe wall, in close jnxtsposition, corfirmng the
belief in the existence of that worship practiced,”
&e. (Stephema’s Yucatan, vol. L, p. 314.) Ea-
g avings of these “ death's heads," snd of severed
beads, arme, lege, baods and feet, are scatterad
profusely through the Antiguités Mexicaines
of Dupsix. Even Las Cosas does not deny tae
existenee of human sacrifices; he attempta only to
reduce the pumber of the victims. (Cited in Pres-
eott’s Conguest, vol. 1., p. 63, note ) In 1541, the
Viceroy, Mendoza, fitted out an expeditios, which
econquered the Provinee of Cibols, some six bundred
miles porth-west of Mexico. Castsiiadade Nagera,
the historisn of the expedition, thus apesks of thres
different pations, who inhabited that Provinee:
“The Tabus, * * who sdored the devil, snd
sscrificed to him a part of their riches. They did
not est human flesh, nor make humsn sacrifices.
* = ThePacasss, who are much more barbarous;
sometimes they eat human flesh. They adore
sculptured sod paipted stoves. * * The Acajas,
whonll eat buman flesh, and bunt men as they bunt
deer. Te who bas the greatest number of bumsn
skulls and human bones about his house is the most
feared and esteemed.” (Castaiada, pp. 119-152.)

Vasquez Coronado writes to Charles V., in 1530
of the people of Topira: ** They adore idols, which
they keep in their houses, These are plants and
birde.” ( Ternaur's Voyages, 1X., p. 350.)

Me fortber describes the sacrifice of vietime
selected by lot, and of prisoners of war, in Xalisco,
by burning upon funersl pyres. At Panoco, on
the Gulf of Mexico, the most obscene idols ex-
isted, and the Phallus was adored. (Ternaur,

X., B4, 85.)

Jusnp de Zarate, Bishep of Anteguera, writes to
Fhilip 1L, after 1555: ** There are in this bishopric
Indisns who still sscrifice to idols just aa they did
before the Christians ‘sme here.” ( Ternauz, X.,
292.) Francisco de Boulogne recounts & curious
story of some pative priests who concesled their
idol in & vault over which they planted the cross
pretending to sdore it, but really adoring tueir
ol { Terneuz, X., 215,216.) Hesdds: ** Toese
peop's [ tue Indisns ] bring us their idels, and woep
overt heirsine,” &e., &eo. (Ib,210.) Mr.8tephane
cites & legal document bearing date in 1673, which
recounts that at U'xmal, even st that Iate date, the
Iudians notoriously aud publiely ** worshiped the
devil in the apcient builldings which are thare,
lesvig in them their idole, to which they burn
copal, aud perform other delestable sacrifices.”
To which ke cites Cogulludo, as & wiltness imme-
dintely sfter the fack  ( Vucatan, Vol. L, pp. 923
422 ) He alao describes idolatrous altars, which
be proncunces to be of s construction long subse-
quent to the conqueat. (16, Yol. 1L, p. 106.) The
priest at Quiché nwsured Mr. Stophens that the
Indians  otil  worsbiped their idols in the
wountains; and in 1700 the whole provin:e in
which Palenque is situated, revolted, murdered
the Catholic priceats, profaned the churches, and
upenly practiced idclatry. (Central America, Vol
IL.. pp. 192-286. )

1 Liese cumulstive, and yet disconnected, acco10ts
show eonclusively that from Yucatan to the confines
of Texas, idolatry everywheie obtained; thathumsn
sncrifices were practiced in Yucatan and Mexico,
ard for bundreds of miles further toward the north;
and that where human sacrifices prevailed, canai
balism generally formed a part of them. If this
be not o, there is no longer & value in human
testimony. If Cortez and Bernal Diaz bad not
mwentioned the idolntey and buman sacrifices of the
patives, their parrations wou'd have been sus-
pected, if not regarded as wncredible.

THE PHENICIAN CROSS IN AMERICA

Although we exsnot see what the alleged discov-
ery of Praswicau rewsios in Central America bas
10 do with the * New Conguest of Mexico,” we are
yet delighted wits Mr. Wilsou's Chapter V., for 1t
contains the only citation of his that we have b 2o
sble to verify, Uicero dees say in his Neatira

Deerum (Book TIL, Lib. 23), tbat Astarte wastie
syrian Venus, (Wulson, p. 196.) Setting aside the
learned lumber whien wuddles the chapter, the
stpuwent may be bricfly stated as follows:

“LLe erces was the emblem of Astarte, the Fodden
aud Madeznaof t e Phosicians, (Wilson, p. 1031 A
o1 ab e foand at Palenque, to which infauts are beiny
sncrificed (p. 159, Of which cross and sacrifive an
ergraviog ie given (p. 160); and the crose repeated ip
tue froutipiece.  Also, four pictured Madonnas are
tound at Palepque p 1081,  Also, the sacrifice of ¢l
dren to Saturn (p. 157). The ruios io Central Awerica
are of grast antiguity, and of indisputable orieatal
onigie (p. 174); baving existed for thousands of y-ars
(pp. 17-208), Greek antique-Theban, Etrascan-Pi
pician colomps exist there equal to the best astique or
P'romician ait pp. 16:0-206).  Crosses are portrayed on
tbe walls p. 45. At Mitls, we have the Maltase
croen’ (pp. 159-148),

To which the brief reply is: The cross was not
the ewblem of Astaite. Bbe sometimes esrried a

Jowrnal, Paria edit. 1538, p, 6.) *' Had Ae known
the longuage,” says Mr. Wilson, **he would proba-
B!y bave understood what it really was—a compli-
mentary welcome to the pale-faces. On so shallow
» foundation rests the allegation of Indian idelatry !
But at peges 27-39 of the very volume
Mr. Wilson bhsd before him, is a description
of suother tewple visited during that expedi-
tior, where four victims were found immeo-
lated in the same manner a8 Was practiced at
Mexico, and an Indian with whom they could eon-
yerse, doscribed the sacrifice in the same terma as
$hoss above cited, adding that the calves of their
Jogy, their arms and thighs, had been cut off to eat,
Yurther on, he describea the body of s child which
$hey found, and which had been immolated in the
same manner. Mr., Wilson, with this book open
bofore him, suppresses both these accounts ! IHe
a'so suppresses the following state meuts:

When Cortex came to Cozumel, the prests defled
hiw, and anzounced that they should pereist in
worshiping their gods ( Bermal Dia:z,vol. L, p. 61.)
e there recovered s Spaniard, nsmed Aguilar,
who had been shipwreched on that cosst eight
years before, snd whose compssions bad beea sne-
yificed totheir gode. ( Bernal Diaz, vol 1, p. 64.)
flio Grijalva received an Indisn womw of Jo
malcs, whote busband sud companions, ship-
wiccked with ber, bad been sacrificed to their
godt by the oatives. (Bernal Diaz, vol 1, p. 22.)

long stick with & eross upon its top, but she was
vatiously represented. (Calmer: Astarte ) In Gell's
Pumperi (plate 77) we have Jupiter bearing a crom.
Waa this therefore bis emblem ! Ferhaps he was
a winister of the Gospel ' A star was probably the
emblem of Astarte. (Robinson's Calmet : Astarte. )
Human vietima were not sacrificed to her, but ber
offerings were bread, liquors and perfumes. (Cal-
met : Astarte.) Noris there any representstion at
Palenque of * infants sacrificed to the cross,” but
Mr. Wilson's engravings to that effect are oaly
mutilations of & fabrieated picture.

In Stephens’s Central Amervca (vol. IL, p. 345)
is an engraving of this famous soene. Woat i
there repreeented in 8 cruciform shape, bas pro-
jections st the end of each arm something in
the abape of s horizonial letter —J, which
are supported by posts, partly concealed by orna-
ments. Probably no one would bave detecteda
crossin this basrelief except the priests of the
eountry, ** who are always quick in discovering
scme Teal or imaginary resemblance to the cross.”

i, 377 ) But this cross, such as it is, Stepheos
ss30. “*in surmounted by s strange bird,”" and one
of the perrons *‘ seems in the act of makiog an
offering, perhapsofinchild. * = * Ia Dupaix,
it 1 given, not however as it exists, but as made up
by the artist at Paris, in order to present a parfect
pleture.” (/. 346-7.) In Stephens’s picture, the

persor making the offering {» nearly a bead higher

than the eross, and i evidently raising the cfferiog
to the * strange bird.” Dupa'x’s picture, which
Stepbens thus den unces se * made up "' 1 pub-
liubed in the Anriguués Mexicaines, (3d Expedi-
tion, plate 36, avd copied m Lord Kingsborough,
vol. 1V. 2d part of Dupeiz’s Pictures, No 41.)
There the artist gives the cruefarm portisn s bigh
relief not possessed by the original; the poste
supporting the projecting Arms are suppressed; toe
person besring the offermg s depresssd about nalf
a bead, 90 aa to briog bim further below the bird,
s if he might be presenting the offering to iw
pedestal, snd not to it. But Dupaix does not say
the person “‘offers to it [the eross] a child of
sizgular shape;: "’ but, ‘‘offers upom his upraised
srms & new-born cbild of a fantastic form.”
( Duparz, tezt 34 Ex., p. 25.) Dupaix, while be re-
tains the bird in bis drawing, adroitly suggests, but
does ot assert, that the offering is made to the
cross, and not to the bird. Mr. Wilson,
who is informed of the fraud perpetrated by Du-
paix—for he acknowledges in bis preliminary note,
st page 11, that he has eonsulted Btephens in
relation to this very piclure—still sdopts the
fabricated drawing of Dupaix as tha bans of s new
fraud; denudes it of ita ** great complication,”
mentioned by Dupaix; cuts off ita pecaliar pro-
jeeting extensicn; removes ita outaide ornaments;
beightens its relief, by deatroying ita backgroand of
the same color; babishes the ‘strange bird sur-
wount g it,” aud then pubiishes it aa a represen-
tation of infants sacrificed to the cross! This ime
position in earried opa step further in the frontis-
piece. **The sacrifices to Moloch or Saturn are
distinetly to be recognized on the waillsof ['s-
lengque. An old priest, in the actof offering s
cbild, is opposite & younger official, who is also
making an offering.”—( Wilsen, p 157.) Itbas
bitherto been a debated point whether Moloch was
Bsturn or pot; (Calmet : Moloch ); but Mr. Wilsoa
setties the matter with a dash, We turn to that pic-
ture, also, at the frontispiece in Stephens's Central
Amenrica, vol. 1. Are those offerings ehildren?
Dupaix d'd well to omit this picture, which com-
pletely demolisbes his *‘child of fantastie form"
offered to tpe cross, What, then, are they? Br.
Btephens, in the engraving, in Central America,
voi. IL, p. 353, aud Dupaix, in the Astiguités
M. ricaines, (3d Expedition, plate 35, ) afford us
the solution. Those plates represent one of the
persons belopging to the picturesabove referred to.
Among bis ornamente, hanging down bebind,
and in Siephens's picture, sttached to his
girdle by s chain, is & grotesqus, pigmy-
like human figure. Js this s ‘‘chid of
fantastic formi” or is it only an image, such
ue in the other pictures, are offored to ioferior dei-
ties; in the one case to the scrange bird, aod in the
otker, probably, to the mask of some demigod?
For, ss we bave seen, “ every objecy bad s god,”
and Bernal Disz found on tbe eosst “*images of
ducks and fisbes " which bad been offered to
their gods. Tais is doubtless toe true solution—
fur pot one of the supposed childrep has that re-
semblance to human progeny which is necessary to
justify the theory of infsnt sacrifice on the oeca-
sios portrayed. So this croes, and Saturn, and
their infant sacrifices, and ail the frauds foisted
upon the public, vanish into thin air. And the
*Madounas " with them—for pictures of women
with ebildren are, bappily, too common to sustain
any such conjectures. Mr. Stepbens, in one of the
last pages of bis last work, denies empbatically
that the croes wan ever racognized aa a symbol of
worship by tce patives of Yucatan.—( Vucafan,
Vol 1L, p. 335.)

THE RUINS OF CENTRAL AMERICA NOT ANCIENT.

With equal certainty, is it settled thal the rains
of Central Aweriea are neitber apcient nor orien-
tal. Terguson decides most authoritatively that
they are unsonnected with any koown atyle:
( Hand-Book of Architeeture, Vol 1., p. 147,) and
ouly ove remeose from the onginal wooden con-
struction of early times: (ib. 151); and that itis im-
pussible to aecribe any grest antiquity to buldings
eontainiog so much wood in their constructim.
(b, 153 ) Mr. Stephens frequently mentions the
wooden lintels, and denies the antiquity of the
buildinge, ascribing them to the races exisiing
there at the time of the Conquest. ( Yueatan, Vol
1., 4, 324, 403; 1., 375, Central America, 11,
9o, 430, 414, 442, 445 ) s fasts seem to fully
sustain hie coneluvions.

But the recent dste of some of these buildings—
sud thote the most magnificent—ie elearly demon-
strable. The only arch attained by the builders of
these edifices, was the horizontal arch, formed by
stoner, whose succemsive courses projecied beyond
the vertical line, until the two sides met above
in the centre, or esme near enough together to be
covered with a flat stone. In Siephens's Yucttan,
(vol IL, p. 317,) sud in Ferguson, (vol. L, p. 152,)
we bave an instance of this, Dat thisacsh, {irm-
ing & vaulted room in this instance, is susisined
upon besws of wood, which extend from pillar to
pular. Evidently, then, this vault hw been built
a0 recently that theee besms bave ool bad time to
deeay; and, at the time of the'r construction, the
native archilects had vot learned to dispense with
liutels of wood ; thatie, had poi learned to areh
the spnee between tae columns, as well as the vault
of theroof. But in Stephens's Central Americs,
(vol. 1L, p. 151,) we find an instance where the
archifect hiad sdvanced this requisite step, dispens-
ing with the wooden beams between the pillars, by
arching the space, thus formiog, by its intersee-
tion with the vaulling of tbe roof, a groin precisely
sualsgous to the groined radiating arch. But, as
in art thers are no sleps backward, the wooden
liutel thus saperseded, could never be resumed, and
we at once conclude that this last structure is more
recent than the other. But this very edifice last
Jdeecribed in the one in which the famous picture of
the cross was found, and has therefore been built
within the period in which wood exposed to s
damp climate will decay! And this is the ori-
ental origin, the ant'quity of these ruins, and of the
Propician cross at Palecque' So as to Mr. Wil
son's ** Dorie columns equal to the best specimens
of sutique or Phenician art,” and of which
bis epgraving, (p. 206,) is & mutilated frag-
mwent, cut cut of the middle of the engraving in
Suphens's Yucatan, (Vol. 1L p. 21, ) deprived of the
originsl secessories which repder Dorie impossible,
snd with it square capitals rounded to wuit the
theory ! Stephens does not thiok them Dorie, sad
ssys the lintels were of stone; they are there-
fore recent.  So ‘‘the Maltese cross at Mitls,”
( Wilson, p. 150, and engraved p. 195) is another
tabrieation; the orginal in Dupsix, ( Astiguités
Mericaines, lst Ezped. pl. 20 ) being only four
swall trisngulsr holes, cut in what seems to be a
war-club, which Mr. Wilson engraves as an em-
b ssed cross, in high relief' The other *¢ eroases
portrayed on the walls,” ( Wilson, p. 45.) may be
conaulted in the Anmtig, Mexicaines, (1st Ezped pl
2% 2 Fxp ,pl. 3,4, 5, 14 ) They are all evidently the
tesult of ordinary efforts at ornamental decoration,
in which the very first step of progrems, afler

drawing o straight line, is to draw snother ssross
it. Is every specimen of this kind a reiigious
cross? The thigh botes crossed in pl 14, above
referred to, bardly make an exception, although
tbey probably illustrate the relgious eann balism
if the oatives

THE DBUILDINGS OF THE MEXICANS.

We bave not spice to take up the argumeot
attributed to Gen. Cass, and advanced by Mr.
Wilson, on the subjest of tbe buildings of the
Mexicans. Those who are carious to 1avestigate
toe subject may profitably coosult, bamde Mr.
Prescott's citations, the leters, reporte sad
panations of Alvarado, Godoi, De Gaute,
Boulogue, Zarate, Mendoza, Fau', Niza, Coron-
ado, Bievvenids, ard Castan-ds de Negers, and. in
our own day, Squier and Bartlett, beade s malki-
tude of others of lesser note, [t is incoateatible
ttat, from Hendorss to the River Gily, the waole
eountry abounded with large and mago ficent build-
ipgs, and that those f Mexico, like thoss of Yues-
tan, were for the moat part ** low, but extensive,
sod bgely decorated,” These buildings exist to
thia day in Yucatan and Coispas, and their ruins
sbound everywbere throughout Mexico and her
provipees; and the remairs of the Casas Grandes,
in Chibuakua, and on the Gils. even now astonish
u» by their gracdeur snd extent. ‘* Why then,”
itis mked, ** was Cortez, pot finding a house fit
for his baditation in Mex co, compelled to con-
struct one ™" (Wilsom, p, 24.) **Why,” we sk,
in rep'y, ‘*did the conquerors of Yucatan, in-
stead of occupying the megnificent structures
there, pull them down to build new baildinge?"
It was simply because they wished for houses suited
to the domestic babita of a Crristian cinilization.
The srgument eited by Mr. Wilsoa is not wortoy
of the literary reputation by which it is attempted
to be fortified.

PICTURE-WRITING OF THE AZTECS,

The “picture-wriioge’ of tha Aztecs, Mr.
Wilson denources as ** Bpanisa fabrications,” ‘i 0-
postures,” *'worthless ipventions,” and ‘“‘cosrsely
fsbulous.” (pp. 21, 30, 332, 518,) Thelats Albert
Gallatin published an ingenious aad pisusible ar-
gument against these relics, which was respests-
ble intrinmeally, as well ss from the high character
of the autbor, But loog before Mr, Wilson's time
it was ascertained that the specimeas of ‘‘picture-
wriling, ' preserved in the libraries of Dresden
and Vieopa correspoud precisely to thoss now

existing on the walls of Copan, Quirigua,
std  FPalenque: (Stephens's Central Amarica,
vol. II, pp 343, 463 ) On the lut cited

pege, are ergravinge of the pieture-writ-
ing from the manuseripts and from the walle;
thus abowing not coly thet picture-writing was s
fact, but that the same langusge provailed throagh-
out the great extent of Cestral Americs and
Mexico.

CORTEZ AXD HERNAL DIAZ.

We have not space to follow Mr. Wilson in his
eriticirms of the narrations of Cortez mm¢ Bernal
Disz. Very probably, Cortez did honestly exag
gerate the nombers opposed to bim on various oc-
easions; it was natural that be sbould do this, and
almost impoesible to avoid it. Carsar has been se-
eused of doing o, willfully. Nspoleon did #o, con-
stantly, on the princip's that *‘falsebood was a
power;” but Jens, Wagram and Austerlitz
are facts, mwevertheless. It in too lste to
asssil Beroal Disz, His narrative bears in-
irinsie evidence of being, what it purporis to be,
an bovest atory, written by ope of Cortez's com-
pavions in arms, filty years after the events record-
ed bad occurred. What if he does constantly
b upder upon dates, distances anl numbers?
Would an impostor bave dooe this 7 Ara not these
very discrepancies and variations tests by which the
integrity of bistory is vindicated ?

We will not follow Mr. Wilson to ** the Lake of
Mexico,” where his facts refute his argument.
Webave not exsmined his personal statemeats:
after the ill fortune we have had with his citations
ard engravirge, that taak would be beyond our eca-
pacity.

Hut we are compelled to eay that having gone
over much of the ground to which the researches
of Mr Preseott pointed the way, we have found
bis statements in every instance borne out by his
citativns; we have never foand bim suppressiog, —
pever mutilating a material fact: and pever ia those
authors who are not cited by bim, bave we found
an 'mportant fact which i notincluded in the eom-
pleteness of hin generalizations. Sach was the
conscientioun integrity of a historian who consider-
ed the suppreasion of truth the same as a willful
falsebood ; such his exhaustive research, which per-
witted po important fact to escape him; such his
modesty which refused to encumber his pages with
& merely cumulative erudition.

MY THIRTY YEARS OUT OF THY. SENATE BY

Mason Jack Dowsiwe. 13mo, pp. 43 Oukemith k Co.

The true bistory of the Msjor Jack Downing cor-
respordence, which has been so widely celebrated for
i's dry bumor azd tovel spplications of the Yankee
vernacular, is given in the preface to this volume,
The first letter of the series appeared in January, 1530,
o The Portland Daily Courier, & newspaper which
bad just been started by tae suthor, Mr, Bebs Saith,
It was o time of not a little excitemest in Maine poli-
t'os, owing to the pecaliar position of the Legialatare;
and 00 moch to the purpose was the first effusion of
tbe verdant Down: Esaster, that the whole town, not
exceptit g the politiciacs, was eoovulsed with lsughter,
st d the success of the experiment waa decided at onoe,
The letters attracted attention throughoat the coun-
ty, and, ss Major Jack found himsell 8 man of conse-
yusece, he repaired to Washirgton, aed became the
confidestial friend and sdviser of Geo. Jackson. His
lettars ware contivued for seven years in The Portland
Courter, and, after being suwspended for some time,
were resumaed in The Natwnal Intelligencer, and con-
tivued till the ciose of President Pisrce's admicistra-
tion. They are vow repreduced in a neat vo'ume,
with origioal illustrat'ozs, and to maoy of the present
gereration will postess the attraction of movelty. Al-
thoegh their local icterest has in & great measure sub-
sided, they will still command resdaers by their ruatic
bumor and excellent daguerrsotypes of Yankee pecu.
Lanties.

—_—
THE LAND AND THE BOOK. By W. M. Tuowics, D. D.
Tvols Zwe. Harper & Brothers.

The Holy Land, in the opision of the suthor of this
work, is an integral part of the divise revelation. It
testimeny is essential to the chain of evidences that
cewbine to ilustrate the trath of Christisnity. Pales-
tive and the Scriptures must be taken together,
they comstitute with each other the emtire
std all perfect text, and they sbould be resd
in the light of mutoal interpretation. Few
nen are better qualifed than Dr. Thomson
to carry oot this view, he has been a residest in the
sncred localities for twenty-five yoars; hua traversed
tt e country, Bible in band, in all directions; is equally
tami iar with the written record aod the external testi-
noty, sed with & rare power for mingte obesrva ion,
combines grast vivacity sud force of expression, look-
‘vg atthe consecrated scanes which be describes with
tie oye of & poset s well as the spirit of & Christisn
Tee vo'umes derive scarcely less interest from their
vomarons pctorisl illustrations than from the writer's
graphic descriptions. Ceriaisly few books of modern
tavel give & more vivid impression of the pecaliar
scenery and customs of the Ewat.

Brexvasn, B D, Hme. pp 433, Rudd

It 10 seldom that & profousd seience is made the
mbject of ench pplm- illustrations s comprise the
mabstazce of Lois volume, without some sacrifice 0o
de score of verscity of statement or correctoess
of description. The suthor of the present work,
woweser, seems to have inherited the talent s wel
s the love of careful observation from his ilius
mous fatber, and be certainly bas fea rivals io tae
filt of communieating his kaowledge ins Lively
iod entertaining style. [le has brought togetiera
wparkiing collection of surpriees in natural kistory,
xd anecdotes sbout animals, remiciscences of per
wna! sdventure, melted down into a free and essy
sarrative, which has all the charm of the liveliest
solloquial recital.

Here is 8 specimen of the way iz which be talks
ibout

FROGS,

Returning feom the Ucivers ty of Gisssen. [ brooght
eith me sboat 8 dozen green Lree-froge, woich I nad
1soght in the woods pear the tows Tae Germace call
bem Lacb Froech, or leaf.frog. they are most difi-
ralt thirg# Lo Bod, on acconnt of their color 0 mach
rasembling the leaves oc which they live. [ have fre-

weptly beard ope gingiog in & bash, sod, though
E bave searched carefully, have oot beeo abie to find
tim: the cnly way is to remsin qui e quiet till be
sgain begive bis sopg. After much smbush work, at
evgth I collected a dozem froge and put them im &
pottle, | started at might on my homeward joarnsy
by the diligence, and [ put the boitle containing the
frogs in'o the pocket inmde the diligsnce. My fellow.
passepgers wers aleepy old smoke dried Germans:
very little conversation took plsce, and after the first
wile, every one settled himsel! to sleep, and soon all
were seoring, | snddenly awoke with & astart, and
found 8ll tbe aleepers bad been roused st the same
moment. (m their sleepy faces were depicted fear
snd spger. What bad woke osal np so saddenly '
The morting was jost breskice, and my froge, though
o the dsrk pocket of the coach, had fouad it ont;
sod, with one socord, sll twelve of them had begun
therr morping soog. As if ata given nifaal, they one
snd all of them began to croak as loud as ever the
sould, The poise their onited concert mu-iemmed
in the closed compartment of the cosch, quits deafen-
ing; well might the Germans look angry; they wasted
ot

brow the frogs, bottls apd all, out of the window,
but I gave the tle & | shakiog, and made the
&mfoep quiet, The Germans all went to aleep

in, but 1 was obliged to remain awake, to shake
Ea frogs when they be to croak. It was lacky
shat I did so, for they tried to begin their coneert agawn
two or three times. These frogs came safely to Ox-
ford; sid the day after their armival, s stupid house-
maid took off the top of the botile to ses what was in-
nde: one of the froge croaked at that instact, and a0
rightened her that she dared not put the coveron
sgain. Toey all got loose io the garden, wher= I be-
tieve the ducks ate them, for I pever hsard or saw
them again, These frogs cost six shilliogs esch in
Covent Garden Market: they are not difficuit to keep
abive, 82 they will eat hlack bestles, and these are to
be procured st all seasons of the year.

These frogs are not often used for the tab's in
Jermsny, but in France they are considered &
axury, ** se any bon virant ordering a dush of them
sttbe * Trois Fréres'st Paris may by the long
srice speedily ascertain.”” The author tells us that,

Not wishipg to try such an axpensive experiment in
gasuonemy, I went to tbe large market in the Fan.
sourg St. Germsie, and inquired for fr I was re-
ferred to a stately-loking dame at a Gsh-stall, who
produced a box mearly full of them, huddling and crawl.
g stout, and occasiopally croaking as thoogh sware

the fate to which they were destived. The price
dzed was two A-penny, and haviog ordersd s dish to
5 prepared, the Dame de Ia Halle dived ber hand in
sworg thew, and baviog sscured her victims by the
aird Jege, she severed them in twain with a sharp
krife; the legs, mivns skin, still stroggling, wers
placed op o disb; and the head with the (orelegs affized,
retnined life and motion, and performed sach motioos
that the operation became painfal to look at. Taeee
legs were afterward cooked at the restaurateur s, be-
ing served up,fried in bread-crumbe, as larks are in
Erglsed: and most excellent eating they were, (astiog
xore like the delicate flesh of the rabbit than any-
Mbiog else | can think of.

1 afterward tried & dish of the common Eaglist frog,
but his flesh is mot so wuite nor so tender as that of
ais French brother.

Sbould apy person wish to have a dish of resl French
trogs, he can buy at Fortoum snd Mason's, for haif s
gunes, & tie-caseful. Theyare beaatifully preserved,
snd are ready for cooking. ~ 1 bave eaten them at the
wues of s lady, who kindly invited me to luncheon
when she tried the experiment,

The old tishwife of whom 1 bought the frogs in-
jiormed me that she had a man regularly in her sniploy
w eatch them, He went ont every eveniog at d W
‘he ponds in the neigh borhood of *aris, with a lantern
snd & lopg stick, to the end of which was attached &
stece of red cloth. The frogs were attracted by the
light to the place where the tisherman stod. He then
igitly dropped his cloth on the surface of the water;
ihe trcq;', imagining that eome dainty morsel was
placed before them, eagerly suapped at it, and, their
eeth becoming entavgled, a{ became an easy prey,
sertined for to-morrow's market, and the tender me: -
sisa of the tish, or rather frog woman.

1 subsequently brought over several dozen of 1 ase
frogs alive to Eng . some of them are still, | be-
ljeve, living in the Ward's botanical cases of those to
whom I presented them; the rest were tarned oat in &
pond, where I fear they have been dnvoured by the
geurmrand Evglish ducks, its rightful occopants,

The edible frog (rana esculenia) ia brought from the
sountry, in quactities of from thirty to forty thourand
st & time, 1o Vienos, and sol1 to great dealers, who
aave copservatorias for them: these conservatories
are large Loles, four or five feet deep, dugin the groand,
the mouth covered with s board, and in severe westher
with straw, [In these conservatories, even duriog a
bard frost, the frogs pever becowne quite torpid; they
get togetber in heaps, ons upon another, instinctively,
snd thereby prevest the evaporation of their humid-
ity, for no water is ever pat to them,

In Vienns, in 1793, there were only three dealors
who supplicd the market with frogs resdy skinoed,
prepared for the cook.

ilis discourse is no less instructive about

RATS.

It is & curions, but peverthelaes well-ascertained
‘act, that where ver there is a good habitat for a rat, it
8 quite certain that there a rat will ba. The immedi-
ste occnpier may be slain, but in & fow days the favor-
it tﬁot will be fuund out, and taken possession of by
sgother rat, who will in bis torn meet the same fate o
aie predecessor, and will be sacosaded by another de-
{nded victim, who i# doomed, a8 the doctors would #sy,
‘*to be taken as before.”

The rat s & most strict observer of the law, ““Be
fruitful and maltiply.” In cleaning oot the cell con-
laicicg s little happy family of five rats, of
variegated colors—al of which were perfectly
wame, aod live in peace and harmony—I feit
wmething amopg the bay, warm aund sofi; on
taking it carefully out, it proved to be a liktle
ticy rat, bairless and eyeless, bot peverthelsss eo-
dowed, like a biped baby, witn the full and aadible
ase of its infact langs. Oo hearing its criss, the
mother—a beantiful suow-white rat, upon whose head
maternal cares were pressing at the sar'y age of «ight
weeks—ruslied forward, snd seizieg her screaming (u-
fant between her teath, hastily ran off with it. Upon
fariber examination, ten other young innoceots were
‘ound carefully packed up is the corner of a cigar-box,
which bad been placed io the cage for the use of the
solovy iv gepersl, but which had been kindly vaca-
tad by the other considerats rats in favor of the
lady who was literally in the straw. The owner is
nappy to sopoutce that the mother sod her little
fanaly are all doing well. Sach, indeed, ia the
smazieg fecundity of this animal, that they would
s00n overrun the whole couniry, snd render all our
sttempts to destroy them fruitless, had they no ene-
mies to lessen their numbers. Bat this baneful in-
create ia happily counteracted, ot ouly by namerous
foen amot g vther animals, bat by their destroying azd
#ating esch other, Tone same insatiable appstite that
1zpeis them to indisciminate carnage, also incites the
stzorgest to devour the weakeet, even of Lhewr own
gind; and a large male rat is a8 much dreaded by ita
awn species s the most formidable enemy.

1 onee had three rats brooght to me in & cage; in
removieg one it got hurt. 1 fed them, and put tiem
imto & stable. Tgc pext morning there wers only two
rals ia the “{:’ the injared rat havieg been set apos
and alaip by ks felow-prisoners. Toey had pot osly
slair bim, had actually begun to sat him, choos
\he Lead to begin npon.  Wishing to see the resalt,
left him, apd, in the course of the day, although well
wppbed with bread asd mik, these canm
searly devoured their fricnd. 1 have pressrved the
Sored as proof of the fact. I ascertalned
that it was one only of these rala that was marder
yaaly inclined, for be killed and ate every rat put in to
sim. o the course of abont smonth thia brate killed
ive rats that were pot into his cage. He alwaya be-

sk ai the ueck, just behind the sar. A gentiemsn at

pham, to whom I gave sowme rate, had bred a num
ser 1o & squirrel 8 cage, which was bung up in s gar-
ten. Orve moroing, 30t long ago, be looked st tae
rat in it—a white fersale withjyoung. Instesd of the
white rat, be found & grest brown male of the
common kind cotied up in the mest. The white one
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was geos, sod the ones all killed
deviursd, l:hu mm'f? mast bave e
pripesdicular smcoth ron Lar to get st the cage,
of Lbe bols 1z the cage, where tha iztroder m,
-;.rm Mhohmr .:ign n“hl got oot of she L
sbe pre [T cme and looking after
T e v .

be Yazkees, [ am told, take advaz‘ags of
uibal propensities im the rats. A ;.if:w i".-
heirg p:cu!t.;ruhhd with rate, and beiog L
to get ri them, trisd ave: the pl "ta
out soccess. Al last be g\r’ p:o;* ofl::t:‘ ::: shat
trem in & cage; they dovourd one anotber till onlyy
single ore waa 148 He thea tarced this ooe looss,
wono, excited with the blood of his fallow-rata, g
vavirg become & genuse cannibal, killad aad ate off
tbe wild rate be could God oo the premises A good
\'-I:.he story. "

was witness 10 the fullowing circomstance:
bad been kiliog some rata for & males, u‘:z
wonpded rat waa lef aliveio the rat pit. Tweaty sther
rats were then pinced in for snctier dog. These frash
comers found out the wonnded one, azd instaniy,
though there were mary peopls lookicg on, set npon
and billed bim thee and there, (oe of the rate scomed
to take Lbe part of the woundad czs, baut s gigentie
rut Jeft the wonrded ome he was murdenicg sad st
tacked the woald ba rescuer, and billed him slso. Taia
seonLs 8 Wise provisicn, though, st firet sight a orael
ope,  1f 8 wounded rat got into 8 kole, ha woald |
there perbaps mary days in & dyieg sta‘e.
fel cw-rats, however, soon God bhim oat sod pat huim
out of his mirery. At the same time it is & saluary
check npon their inecreass, for & colony of reta has
thow io itself the elementsa of self-desiroction. Ware
all to Live, there would not be sufficient food for theie
existence; some must die, and those are killed who are
dieabied from foraging for themselves, Io this way,
tco, one poisoped rat often kills more; hia ui‘nm;
eat bis body, and with it the poisce. But it sppeany
that the rata bave foand oot what poison is, for & gea.
tieman with whom 1 was corverscg on the subyeot
iformed ma that he knew & case where poison hay.
irg been placed down for rate, a pair of old vose dreve
their your g sway from it, ana fillad op the toles waers
it was placed, so that they should not get stit.

RaTs IN A PIG STY,

During Summer the rat resides chiefly in holes on
the bapks of nvers, pouds and ditobss; bat on the sp-
proach of Winter they viait the farm-bouses, aed es-
ter the corn-ricka and barns, where they davoar much
of the corn, aod damage more thao they oconsume,
They are very fond of pig-stirs, rusning about
1he pigs, pickirg up the leavizgs of the ostmeal out
the troughs, even nestliog down near Lo the warm
body of the fat unwieldy porkers, whose o jese sides
meke not bad piliows for bis impuience, the rat.

On one ocoasion, wher a boy, I recolect
borrowing an old-fashioned flint gun from the
keeper of the farm to whick I bad been invited. [ ea-
soovced myself behind the door of the pg-sty, deter-
mived to make s victim of one of the many rats that
were sccustomed to disport themselves among the
straw thst formed the bed of the farmar's pst bacon.

igs. In a few mioutes oot came an okl patriarchal-
L-linc rat, who, haviog tsken a careful survey
uietly began to feed.  After a loog aim, bang weal
ﬁ:r m_fuu backward, kpocked down by the re
coil of the rusty old piece of artillery. I did oot remaia
prone loeg, for 1 was soon roo by the most oa-
sarthly squeaks, and a dreadful oise as of an infaria-
ted an madly rushiog ronnd acd rousd the sy,
Ye gods! what had 1 done! I had not sorely, h{.

the tailor in the old soug of the ** Carrion Urow,"”

+ Bhot and missed my mark,
Axd abot the old sow right bang throogh the beart”

But I bad pearly performed a similar sportsman like
feat. There waa poor piggy, the blood flowisg in
streamlets from several small dpl::.l:rtuml inthet part of
his body destined, st po very distant period, to bscome
bam, in vain attemptisg, by dismal cries aud by ener-
getic waggings of his curly tail, to appease the pain of
toe charge of small shot whicn nad so

swaked nim from bis porcine dreams of oatmeal
Loled potatoes. But whers was the rat? he had dis-
appeared, nnourt; the buttocks of the unfortanate
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,.!1-. the rightful owner of the premises, had received
the charge of ehot intended to destroy the daring in-
truder.

To ap piggy’® wrath, I gave him a buoket fall

of food from the bog-tub: and, while be was thos con-
solipg bis inward self, wiped off toe hlood from the
woande , and said notuing about it to anybody:
vo doubt, before this time, some frugsl housewife has
beon puzzled and astonissed at the unwonted spgur-
ance of & charge of emall shot in the center of the
breakfast ham, which she procursd from Squire Mor-
land of Sheepstaad, Berks.

THE RAT AND KHINOCEROS.

The frequenters of the Zoological (iardens in Re-
geot's Park may, if the room be quite quiet, and the
sun warm, observe numerous rats in the dea of the
rhinocerve. 1 bave fiequently watobed them phy\z
about, and rupning backward and forwanl ovsr
thick, armor like hide, as hie lies basking in the pless-
ant sunsbice, He o\ru{nuy thinke them quite
his notice, for he makes no efforta to drive them
away, beyond oocasiomally flappiog bis ear
when they tickle him in any tender part. Tney come
to the rhinoceros s bhouse for the same parpose
1l-e,l§o to the pig-sty, viz, to get what they caa from
the leavings of their superiors. The keeper informs
me that he not unfrequently finds dead rats crashed
quite fiat in the straw under the place whers the rhi-
nocerce has been sleepiog. The poor rat has but
suall chance of sscape when the huge carcass of the
great beast comes plump down upon him and settles
itaelf there for s long eleep. Rats, too, are
found killed in the same manner in the straw bed of
the elephant. These rata probably come oot of the
straw thatch which covers the building whers the rhi-
poceros acd elephant live; they are common aleo in
the deer house, where Lhey come for the oats,
which they are particularly food. If asy pemon
wishes to keep rata alive a loog time in & esge,
him give themn plenty of oats and plenty of water,
the abeence of water will kill them . & wvary fow
hours, A fine full grown rat was broagh: to me:
t health and wigor, sod when I

maRkag

appearsa in
went pear it; it ran aboot the vage uilericg ita pecu-
liar cry of alarm, and fixing itsel: in 8z sttitade of de-

ferse up in one corper of the cage. [introduced &
spoonfui of water toit, and in & moment it sesmed to
forget ita ferocity, for it came up hesitatiogly st first,
and tasted the water; gaining courage, it soon took
hold of the » with ita forepaws to it, and
greadily d up all the water, I gave ittwoor
tares spoonfuls more, and then some wet Lread; the
cest day it had nm%n sote wet hread, but pot say
water, Ou looking st it the next mo 1 found my
peor rat 1n the sgonies of destn. 1 took it out of its
cage and poured some brandy down ts throat, at the
ssme time putting its hind feet in bot water, but in
vain, it died in my basd, I could find o internal
cause for ita Jesth; baton consulting a rat-catcher,
he informed me that it died for want of water, without
s doubt.
RATS LOVE COMFORT.

fond of warmth, sod will remain colled
) any snug retreat where tley can fiod

ia very pecet element of their existence, Toe
following anecdote well ilinstra‘es this m‘:
My late father, when Fellow of Corpus C s
Oxford, many years ago, on arriviog at his rooms late
oné night, foung that a rat was running aboat among
the books sud geol gical specimens, behind Lhe sofs,
under the fender, and poking his note ioto @
biding-place he could fine. Being studionsly
and whhing to set to work at his books, he pars
him, armed with the pokerin one haud, asd s large
dictionary, b m:fh to crush an) rat, in the other
but in vain; Mr. Ret waa not Lo be caught, partioa-
lar y when such * Arma Scholastica ' were nsed.

No sooper had the studies recommenced, than
rat resumed bis gambols, squeaki rashing
sbout the room like & mad creatars, o battle w
repewed and continusd at intervals, to the desirction
of all stadies, till guite mmamﬁ.mw
{:(rlmw, and wearied, retired to

room: though he listencd attentively, he heard

aore of the enemy aud soon fell saleep. In the more-
ing, be waa aatonisbed to find warm lying
ou bis chest; carefully liting up the bed clothes be
aiscovered his tormentor of the pn
quietly sod sougly enscotced in 8 fold in the bia
and taking adv e of the bodily warmth of his two
Legq:a adversary. two lay lookiog t
each other for some minotes, the one un!
Jeave his warm berth, the other afraid to put his
out from usder the protection of the co y
ls1ly aa the stranger's sspect was a1 Illtm
Iy, bie little testh and flerce eyes seemitf
to say, ' Paws off from me, if you please |

At length, remem the mazim that ** diseretion
isthe better part of valor "—the truth of whiob, [
imagine, rats understand as well 84 most crestareé—
be made s sudden Jump off the bed, scuttied aWSY

Rats are
up for hours

tR ¥
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into the next room, and waa never seen or heard of

afterward,
In my rooms st Christehurch, s bachelor nd
aartars

bad taken up bis quarters, bat where theee q

were 1 pever could find; W appear on :
poar o8

alightest moise. I mever could caich him, Eu.t he wa

& terrilile puisance, for he made & great noise,

abont during the night, The scout used to pat ost

the breakfi
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